7th Grade Math: Course 3
“The Romans didn’t find Algebra very challenging because X was always 10.”
Teacher:  Mrs. Ellison




Email:  spanish@rosaryschool.com
Text:       Course 3, Glencoe McGraw Hill
Materials Needed Daily:

Pencils with erasers (mechanical pencils work best)

Red Notebook
Red pen for grading





Textbook
Planner







Calculator
Objectives:

By the end of the course, students will be able to analyze and use different mathematical processes necessary to succeed in high school math.  Students will cover aspects of algebra and geometry in this course.

Format:

Students begin by grading the previous day’s assignment and they have the opportunity to ask any questions.  We will then examine the day’s lesson and work practice problems.  Students will have time to begin their homework in class. Students who use their time wisely should be able to get some work done in class where they have the opportunity to ask questions over problems.  Collaborative problem solving and sharing, both in small group and whole class setting, is highly encouraged.  
A quiz will be given during each chapter.  Careful completion of a study guide is the best way to study for a test.  Answers to the study guide will be given during class and students may ask questions during homework time, lunch, or by other appointment.  In addition to preparing for a test, questions are always welcome, and students are encouraged to make arrangements for additional meeting time as necessary to master a concept.  
Requirements:

· All assignments must be completed neatly in pencil.  Work must be shown on tests, quizzes, and on homework.  Work that is illegible will be counted wrong on a test or quiz.

· Calculators may be used.  However, what a student enters into a calculator should be written on their assignment as part of their work. No sharing of calculators during a test / quiz.
· Except in cases of excused absences, work turned in one day late will receive reduced credit (60%).  No credit will be given for work turned in more that one day late, unless an excused absence is involved.

Absences:  Students with excused absences will be allowed to make up work according to information in the Parent / Student handbook.  Upon return, it is the STUDENT’S responsibility to find out what was missed, complete all missing work, and turn it in on time.  According to the Student Handbook, assignments will not be given in advance to accommodate family trips.

Grading:

Homework counts for 20% of the grade, quizzes/classwork count for 20% of the grade, and tests count for 60% of the grade.  
Assignments:
The majority of homework assignments are counted as completion grades and typically receive a 100%, assuming adequate work and effort is shown on the assignment and the assignment is complete. This decision is based on the fact that the majority of the assignments are composed of odd numbered problems, of which the answers are found in the back of the book.  Students are expected to monitor their progress throughout the lesson.  If they have incorrect answers for odd-numbered problems, it is expected that they will review the problem as well as lesson examples and attempt to correct the mistake, thereby more completely mastering the material. If they are unable to successfully correct the problem, they should ask for help in class the following day so they have a firm foundation of the concept before moving on to the next lesson.  

Students that put adequate effort into their work and use the answers provided in the back of the book as a resource to guide their learning typically do very well in the class.  Likewise, students that do not show work or show incomplete work and do not use the answers wisely struggle to succeed in the class. 

This is Your Class:

This is your class.  My role as your teacher is to instruct, guide, and assist you in your learning, but it is my goal that you are comfortable to share your thoughts, questions, ideas, and problem-solving strategies with your classmates so that you may also learn from one another.  Do not hesitate to ask a question if you do not understand or are unsure – most likely, someone else feels the same way as you.  Likewise, feel free to share alternative approaches to solving a particular problem or to challenge a solution, as we all grow from seeing various methods of problem-solving and thinking. Now, let’s have some fun!!  
Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understand the syllabus for Math: Course 3.  Then please share this syllabus with your parents and have them sign that they have read it as well. 

I have read this syllabus and understand the expectations for me in this class.

____________________________________            _______________

Student Signature




Date

I have read this syllabus and understand the expectations for my child in this class.

____________________________________            _______________

Parent Signature




Date
